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Dildo settled i
The Conrpass "Offbeat" col-

urnn of Dec. 2 made reference
to thecommunities ofDildo and
Spread Eagle. Atthough the
names nay inrply ahumourous
meaning, their names haye stuck
throughout the centuries and I
can find no evidence of where
the settlers ever warted the
names changed,

Dildo was first s€ttled in the
early t800s by Reids, Prettys,
Smiths and Newhooks. And in
the 1980s, these were still the
predominant names among the
inhabitants.

Dildo is close to good fish-
ing grounds and thecod fishery
has always been the primary
basis of the economy, supple-
mented unti l the 1950s by sub-
sistence farming.

In the I750s, henlng fishing
began and some years later, d
sawmill and then a butter facj
tory opened. These did not last
and in the latter part ofthe l9th
century, Dildo was well-known
for its squid, and Americdns and
Canadians came regularly to
purchase bait.

In 1889, a permanent fish-
eries commission was set up for
the colony and a fish hatchery

, wasestablishedon Dildo Island
under the ditection of A. Neil-'
son, superintendent of the fish-
eries. The hatchery, one of the
most modem and largest of its
lype in theworld, was designed
to hatch between two and three

ntillion cod irr a season. A sDawn-
irrgpond was added in l89l and
a5.5 metre ( l8 feet) high wind-
mill provided tlte powertopump
seawaterinto thepond. In 1891,
39,550,fi)0 cod ald 54 I , I 95,000
lobster were hatched. Twoyears
later ,  201,435,000 cod and
5I7,353,000 lobster were prop-
ngated.

T w e n t y  p e o p l e  w e r e
employed in the hatchery hr the
summerbut despite i(s seeming
success the hatchery was dis-
continued; perhaps because of
the financial irisis ofthecolony
in the 1890s. During the same
period a lobster-packaging fac-
tory had been set up,but it too
was abandoned by ihe,tum of
the century.

ln lhe 20th century, Dildo was
a fl ouriihing whalingcentrebut
a bad on whaling in the early
1970s broughr rhis indusrry ro
aclose,ltalso aided the demise
ofrnink mnches in tlre area which
dcpended on whale meat (from
pothead whales) as a cheap
source of food.

In 1955, an entire rnink farm
had bebn transported from L,ester
lsland, nearVancouver to Dildo,
butinthelate 1960s, rising feed '

' prices forced it and otherranch:
es to close. Th6 Newfoundland
Fur Fanner Co-op, incorporat-
ed in 1951, although the post
Confederation period the inshore
fishery diminished in 1950, a
fresh-fi sh olant rvasestablished

in South Dildo.
Dildocan boast the only seal-

ing plant in Newfoundland, oper-
ated by the Norwegian firm
Carino. Three small sawmills
operate in the area as well as
one shipbuilding concem, acom-
nrercial fann, two lorrglinersand
eight trap-skiffs. Although nei-
ther Dildo ror South Dildo has
a town council, they have good
rnunicipal services,

, SPREA.D EAGLE
Thiscommunity is located in

the wFstenr bight at the head of
Spr96d Eagte Bay, whlch was
noted fdr its fine beaches.

There was a Church of Eng-
land family liviug at Spread
Eagle from 1869 to 1874 - prob-
ably either the Reids or the
Hellyers (ll i l l iers), who were

fishing there in 1889.
Salmon and herring were

taken in addition to cod and the
family kept a few cattle and
swine.  The populat ion had
reached 30 in 1891. By 1901,
a school had been built for the
children ofthe Reid, Hillierand
Smith families.

Logging supplemented the.
shore fishery and by the l93Os,
there were two sawmilld pro-
viding local employment. Pot-.
head whaling took place in the
area, *rough concentrated main-
Iy at Dildo and Old Shop. Spread
Eagle also enjoyed a reputation
as a fine trout fishing area.

With a population *hich
never exceeded 80 people,
Spread Eagle was resettled in
1967,  when three fami l ies 

'

moved to Blaketown, four to
South Dildo and two to New:
Harbour, The two remainiirg
families resetlled to eld Shop
by 1968.

Sirrce Spread Eagle remained
accessible by road from Old
Shop, many families continued
to keep summer homes there.

I visited Spread Eagle lasr
summer, aod was amazed at the
numbcr of fino cottogar th6rc.
I have fond memories of thc
place. I was last there in the
mid-1960s, when my father, An
Parsons and mri found some
great salmon and trqiri fishing
holes there. It then had a pop-
ulation of about 50.


